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Fig.1 Solar eclipse in the year Zhengde 9, month 8, new moon
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Fig.2  Solar eclipse in the year Jiajing 21, month 7, new moon
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Fig.3  Solar eclipse in the year Wanli 3, month 4, new moon
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Table 3 Comparison of modern calculation and the forecast in Chongzhen Calendar
of the solar eclipse in the year Chongzhen 14
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Local Records of Solar Eclipse in the Ming Dynasty

MA Li-ping  LIU Ci-yuan
(National Time Service Center, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Xi’an 710600)

AsstracT Numerous celestial events were recorded in local annals and private works
that emerged in the mid-Ming Dynasty. The records of solar eclipse are an important
part of these records, and they focused on a vivid description of total solar eclipses
and different geographical distributions. There were 15 central solar eclipses occurred
in the eastern China in the Ming Dynasty. Among the 10 central solar eclipses that
occurred in the late Ming Dynasty, 8 of them were recorded in a large number of
local annals and private works. The paper analyzed the main features of these solar
eclipses, demonstrated the distribution of the observation sites of the 8 total solar
eclipses throughout the country, and discussed the vivid description of these total solar
eclipses.

Key words history of astronomy, solar eclipses, the Ming Dynasty, local annals and
private works
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